THE   STRUGGLE  FOR  POWER

and scientific discoveries, it is a perpetual panting race to
climb up a fast-moving escalator going down.

These are some of the new factors that inhibit the sense of
belonging which should characterise a self-governing com-
munity. But there are also other factors inherited from the
past. Our institutions and our class structure have been built
up by accretion over the centuries like so many stalagmites
in some dripping cave. This rigid social structure is our great-
est national handicap. People, ideas, organisations and the
boundaries between the professions, are frozen almost solid in
a period when flexibility, experimentation, innovation and
individual enterprise are most urgently needed.

If we are to liberate ourselves from the rigidity of the past
and try to assert human authority over the new technical
Frankensteins of the present, we shall find ourselves embarking
upon a far-reaching programme of reform that could be, for
us, as important as the Chartist demands were for our great-
grandfathers. It must certainly include a vast expansion of
public education to extend to as many people as possible an
opportunity to understand the world in which we Eve. It wiH
obviously involve making a far more intelligent use of the
means of mass communication, both for teaching and for
encouraging political feedback. It will necessitate a much
doser integration between all types of specialisation and
between creative research and practical politics. It will mean
revamping old institutions and creating entirely new ones to
replace everything from the limping diplomacy of nation-
states down to the decaying impotence of local government.
And it will certainly require a firm attack upon entrenched
privilege which constrains man's innate capacity to develop to
the full. To carry this through we must create an entirely new
mood of confidence and optimism among those who are so
frightened by the formidable nature of the obstacles ahead of
them that they have relapsed into cynicism and apathy.

The 1964 election is quite as much about these things as it
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